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G. CARPENTER DESCRIBES AN AUDL o
ENGCE WITH HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY IN
HIS ROYAL PALACE IN SEOUL. f
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i (Speeinl Correspondence.)
EOUT:, 1900.—I hava
from an gudience with his impe-
rial majesty Yi Chok, the emperor
of Kotea, It was held in the ast

palace, one of the four at ostablishs
ments which his majesty owns in and
about Seoul, and as we talked [ could
hear the hammers the carpenters
who are building @ great audiencs hall
nearby for the receptions of the future.
My meeting with the emperor had h--:n.
arranged by Viscount Seone, the acting
Japanese rvesident general, at the sugs

qre

of

gestion of Prince Tto, of whom I had
neouested an caudience when 10 met
him “at  his  villa ne Toklo, some
months ago. The emperor of Konen s
now. under the whealute control of the

Japanese governnignt.  Prince Ito is his
adviser, and the country is ruled by
Japan, with his majes 5 tha nominal

heéad.  In otl Ioti I shall show
whethetr this for the good or ill of
Korea.  Taoday [ write of hig majesty

alone and of the royal family to which
he helongs

‘A BLUL BT.OODIED MONARCH,

If blue blood means anything Yi Chok
ought to be one of the strongest mons-
archs on carth, Thare 18 no doubt but
thit he is the weakest  Nevertheless,
his veing are streaked with a cerulean
fluid  which: began  its royal flow a
hundred years before Columbus discoys
ared America, Many generations before
Shakespenre was born, a hundred years
before the first Bible was printed anad
200 years before Luther stivred up Ger-
many with his preaching the afvestors”
of this young man sat upon the im-
perial throne and governed their mil-.
lions of cream-facad, almend-cyed sub-
Jects. Yi Chok is the thirty-first ruler
of. the present dynasty, which bigan
to reign in 1392, His father was Yi
Hung, the mun whom the Japanese
forced to abdicate in July, 1907, and his
mother was the famous® queen whom
the Japanese assagsinated shortly after
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the close of their war with China,

The king and queen were somewhat
related to each othér, and Yi Chok i§
the offspring of the intermarriages of
many cousing during these pasgt genera-
tions,  He came! into Ilfe a weakling,
mentally and physically. One of our
edarly ministers to ICorea, writing to
our state department concerning his au.
diences with this man's father, men-
tlong’ In a footnote having sczen the
crown prince, When the state paper
wasg printed this footnote, which was
intended only for the secretary’s vye,
was added to the bottom of the mes-
sage. - Tt stated that the- crown prince
was weak mentally, and that, in the
opinion of the minister thls was an evi-
dgnce of the evil effects of the inter-
marriage of near relatives.

VHis majesty's father hag never been
npted for strength of character, and
he has evidently inherited nothing from
his mother, who Delonged to the Min
family, and was one of tha most force-
ful women who haive ever bean connect-
ed’ with an Asijatic throne.

‘A BABY OF THIRTY-FIVE,

The weakness of the emperor's mind
hasg long been- a ‘matter of remarik
among bhoth Koreans and foreigners. He
has little? more intelloct than o baby,
althonugh, it is said,his mind has bright-
ened sinee he was choden emperor, now
only a little more than a year ago. He
is a man of no education to speak of,
and his_life In tha palace, where he
has been surrounded by enunuchs und.
the vicious servants of  a depraved
court, has'not bean conducive to mental
growth, ' His first wife wuas only twelve
years of age when she married him,
und ‘the pragent empress {s only a few
véars older. At the time of his last
marriage he was crown prince, and
when a wife was sought for him, ac-
c¢ording to custom, & notice was sent
out to all the nobility of the empire

. that they must suspend giving their
diughters in marriage “until the em-
deror’s son had selected o wife. Cou-
pled with this was an order for all who
had eligible daughters to send in appli-
cations, deseribing  the maidens and
showing what they had to offer.

CJAt first only fifteen of the noble fa-
milles reeponded, and this, T wn told,
wayg on-account of the weak mind of
the crown prince and hig apparent un-
fitness to mandge a1 houschold.  Then
the government oflicials sent out a sec-
ond ordér urging 'more ipplications. In
reply to this, fifty were sent In, and
from thesa the old emperor picked out
thirty. ‘The girls represented by them
were directed {0 come to the palace,
and in due time they appeared in great
state.  Kach was borne in a gorgeous
closed chaiy, consisting of @ box, about
three feet square and not more than
that high, in which the maiden sat

‘final

;morning and

were carrvied by servants in livery. The
man gervants of each girl went in front
and her slave girls followed behind.

When  the processipn ‘arrlved at - the
palace . the thirty maldens  were care-
fully looked over by the.émperor, who
has gince been deposed,-and the poorest
ones to the number of fifteen were
weeded out and sent home. A.day or
20 later another inspection was made
and the marriageable: ladies reduced
to'seven or eight. ~After this there was
a third examination, and a young gmivl
of about thirteen or so, belonging to the
noble Yun family, was chosen, Con-
trary to the usual custom, ih Korea,
which provides = that the 'groom has
nothing to do with ‘the selection of hig
wife, the crown prince himselt made the
decision, The girl picked out
was the yvoungest of the whole thirty.
She was small of her age, and when the
orown - prince pointed her out as his
cholce his father said:  “You had bet
ter-take one of the others:. That girl
{s too small.”’ ; 4y
. 40N, as to that,! was the renly of his
majesty, “she will grow.”  He insist-
ed upon her at the gecond selection, and
also at the third, and finally got her.
He was right as to the growing, She
is much larger now, and has deyeloped
into o fine<loocking Korean woman. She
is very bright, and the Japanese are
giving hor an education which is in ad-
vance of that of’anytReresn queen of
the past, She ig. stud¥ing. Japanese
under the wife of thé *ice. minister
of the household department. I am
told the emperor-likes her mueh, and
that the two live together.

ON THE WAY TO THE PALACE.

Before I go farther, let me telll you
about my audience with hig majesty
and describe how he looks. The time
fixed for the interyiew was 11 o'clock in
the morning and I was instructed to
appear in full evening dress, 1 under-
stand that I must go in state, and our
consul-gencral kindly gave me his chair
and tha official bearvers of our govern-
ment, I started at 10 o'clock in the
in' the bright sunshine,
rode through Seoul in tall silk hat,
aswallowtail coat, white necktie and the
other appurtenances which we at home
wear only after 6 o'clock in the eve-
ning.* (o
I had to stoop low to get my tall hat
into the chair, and ducked when the
bearvers raised me to their shoulders.
The chair was not bhigger than a dry
goods. box, or about four feet: cubed,
and it was about the same shape. 1t
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How His Majesty Looks, Acts and Lives—He Haa_‘Bliié Blood, But
- Little Strcngth. And Is Ruled by the J apaqes‘e—vHis Twelve-year-
old Wife and How She Was Chosen—Queer Customs of an Orien-

tal Court and HOW‘Thcy Are ;ChangingﬁThe Emperor an&‘ the
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long, and at each end of these I had
two bearers in livery to tote me along.
At my side walked the keso, or guard ot
‘the consulate, dressed in a long blue
gown, fat drawer-like trousers tied at
‘the .ankles, - and .a flat felt hat, upon:
which  was (o ingy, Americin  eagle.’

HMie bbarérs ‘hadiblue gowny lined avith

‘réd, andsthéiriwhite’ trousers complets?

“ad” the. ; Gol0TH 4 bf: they, American: flug!
The sleeves of ‘the leeso-iveére botdered’,

f d, white and blue.
“ llg‘}r:uls (;nrrled. I went. through. the fors
eign section, between the high brick
walls gmrrounding: the compounds where
the missionaries;”consuls and:other: of-
ficlals live, on by the palate of the de-
posed emperor, who is now a prisoner
under the guard of the Japanese, a.nd“
into the Japanese part of: the gxt;{. I
passed:the finance {depdrtment ::;1_«1 An=;)
ally, came. to, the residence of Viscount
'Sone. the acting resident general and
the real ruler of the country. After a
short chat with him, it was arranged
that we were to meet within n.~1.m.lf
hour at the palace and. my beaners were
soon again on the way. We now crosse'd
the whole of Seoul, going about ,t‘“o
miles, from one side to the other. lhle
way to the palace led up & wide str_mlt
walled with squalid houses,.motgd W it ;
thatch or black tiles and ml.erspelscf
Tere and there with potty stores, j;vhelr,-,
white-gowned, big-hatted mercfmnt.;
squatted among the goods and waite
foricustomers, £ :
The street wag fllled with the traffic
of every .day IKorea, and my keso had
tp go in advance to clear the jway.
Bullock curts carrying great londs wers
turnéd: aside,! women with green' coats
over their heads rushed’into the houses
and even the jinrikishas veered off to
the right and to the 'lért,  ‘We:stopped
a moment before we reached the red
zaty with its double roof of black tiles

was open at the front, and the upper
part of it was walled with glass so that
I could look out as I rode. The chair
was uphoelstered in lilac satin and hacl
a red flanngl cushion, It wag slung he-

cross-legged on the floor,  These hoxes

tween two black poles about 16 feet 4

which' forms the entrance to the impe-
rial grounds. The soldiers there had
heen . warned  of our.coming, and we
coon went in and up to the palaces
themselves. These consist of a large

number of low buildings. They, are of

only:one. story, but tho:floors are well |

up. off the ground and: they have
arched/roofs of heavy tiles which ex-

tend far out beyond the walls and mnake’

thém quite plcturesque, I cannot tell
you how -many . huildings there are In
tHis palace, but the number is enough
to form commodious cuarters for his
majesty ‘and- his retinue, When I say

ithat'he has 2,000 servants and that the
‘mrest of these eat and sleep inside the,

walls, you will see that they must be
extensive, ;

PALACES 300 YEARS OLD.

The buildings, of .today are’a strange
combination of ‘the old and the new.
The rulers of Korea have had a palace
«on this spot for'mgre than /300 .yvears,
and the buildings'have bee:l patched up
andiremodeled from time to time. Just
now ‘néw*structures are being evected,
and: the .audience hall; in which his
majesty will receive in the future, wiil
be far different from that in which' I
met him toaday.:,The waiting ‘room,
where I was recelved by the  court
chamberlains in company with Gen.
Ogesaki and the number of other Jap-
anese officers, was evidently the result
of foreign graft, and it made me think
of the Pennsylvania state house where
the furniture was paid for by the inch.
Outwardly it was Korean, but the in-
terfor was of the cheapest forelgn
style'as to its decoration and furniture.
It had green pine doors, such as one
buys at a dollar each at our lumber
yards, and the door knobs were of
the plain’ white porcelain variety. The
paper cn the walls and ceiling, did not
actually - cost those who furnished it
more than 15 cents a roll, and the yel-
Jow velvet carpet on the floor would be
high at $2 a yard, i

In striking contrast with thls plain-
ness were the uniforms of the Korean
officials ‘and Japanese generals.  All
were of Eurcpean cut, but they spar-
kled with gold lace and brass buttons,
The master of ceremonies wore a gold-
hilted sword at his side, and he had a
black hat trimmed with ostrich feath-
ers under his arm. The Japanese army

‘and held out his hand.

officers were clad in fine cloth uniforms:
of a’khakl color, but all wore decora-
tions, according to rank :and service,
ranging-in‘size from the dinmeter of a
red cent to that of a pint cup.

A TALK WITH THE EMPEROR.

‘When the time for my audience came
the mastér of  ceremonles. taok me
through "a"Tolg hall into -the.audience
room proper. 'Thig was, T judge, a.bout
80 feet nrikles and« 160 “fest slong. - The:
emperor of Korea, several of his cabis:
net and Viscount Sone stooi at the op-
posite‘end of the room facing the dqor, *
The emperor was in the center of,the
party, and according to etlquette, T
marched forward 10 steps,: and then :
bowed. I then went on until I reached
his mijesty, when I bowed again. To
my surprise, the-emperor bosved too,
I took it and
we shook. -1 wish you eould have felt
that hand. It was as soft as cotton.
and warm 'and pleasant to touch.

The man who had been received be-
fore ma had merely bowed upon his re-
ception and turned away. I supposed
this was proper, and started to do like-
wise; whereupon the emperar motioned
me to stop, and the master of ceremon-
les safd that his majesty wished to
gpeak to me, The emperor then asked
how long I had been in the country
and when I was going away. He want-
ed to know whether T had an audience
with him Dbefore, and when I replied
that T had met him 14 years ago, at the
beginning of the war between Japan
and China, and diplomatically added
that his majesty loked as young today
as he aid then, he perceptibly smiled.
This encouraged me to beg him to send
a message through me to the United
States. The master of ceremonies pre-
tended to submit® this request, but
whather he did so or not I do not know,
as ho spoke in Korean. At any rate,
his majesty did not answer, but i(n
reply said that he was glad that I had
come to Korea, and that he hoped 1
would have a pleasant tour through
Manchuriin and China, where, he un-
derstood, T was going., This was a sig-
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Jhigh,

nal for leaving, and: I backed my way’
out,” bowing betlmes, = o o0
HOW HIS MAJESTY LOOKS.

As I.stood before:the emperor'I had
o chance to study -him. He'is ‘not bad
looking and appears tall'in contrast to:
the Japanese géenerals about him.' ¥le
has a large head, rather high over the:
eyes, ‘Heo wodrs'a’ blyck mustache, Just
large enough to-enable it to.be waxed,:
and” his hair, strange to say, s cut
short..'His complexion Is cream yellow, '
his eyes black, his height:6 feet 7/inches
and his welght,.I. judge, . about 170
pounds. When -I saw: him today he:
was clad in'ithe uniform of a’ Korean
general, which is now.cut foreign style,
and the contrast of the whole.audience
with that which I had with himself and:
the former empervor, his father, was
striking. It shows'the changes: which'
are going on in Korea.

My last audlence was In the palace in
which the deposed emperor is now llv-
ing. The man who Introduced me got
down on his knees and crawled over
‘the floor, bumping his head on the car-
.pet when we entered the audlence
chamber. - He continued ‘to crawl ‘until
‘he reached his majesty and then got
up and bent half double, whispering my
questions to the emperor and in the
same way conveying his answers to me.”
That interpréeter’was’ a noble Korean,
Jdressed in Korean dress, with, a horse-
‘halp hat on his head. The master of
cermonies who acted as’ interpreter to-,
‘day stood straight up and looked the'
‘emperor in the eye. He wore European
clothes and was so dressed that he
would not have appoared out of place
at a diplomatic reception at the White
House.

When I met the crown prince at my
last audience he wore & long gown of
red silk, with a stiff hooplike belt run-
ning around his body, under the arm
pits. It was so large that it extended
out six Inches from the dress all around.
This belt had decorations of jade and
precious stones and it was a mark of
high rank., His gown was high at the
neck and embroidered with gold medal-
lions as big around as a tea plate.
There was one of -these on each of .the
shoulders. and one each slde at about
the fifth riln His feet were shod with
heavy cloth boots; and 'his head was
covered ‘with a navy blue cap of horse-
hair net, which was at least five inches
“This had no brim and it camae
well down aver his forehead., 'Inside
tho cap I could see his topknot: His
majesty then wore his hair long and
put It up in Korean style on his crown.
Today the barber keeps it cut’to the
longth of two inches or less, and the
horsehair hat has disappeared, while
in place of the gown he wears a foreign

. dress,

‘thesame sortfof suppoft \when 1

“was about the same.

During my audlence in 1894 this youns
man, who was then 21 was supaose
to be too holy to stand atone, and he
had a eunuch’on each side of him, who
held him up by placirig. their hands un.
der his arms while he talked.  HiS futi.
er, \who was then king of Korea, nhay
ap-
pearad: before hini, and’at that time rlxln
prince or noble 'of high' ranlk -fwalked
without-lw.vipg‘ servants on;eadh side ty
help himialong. . Ifshe went apon:harse.-
back ‘there was a‘man.on’ each side af
the ‘pory ito hold ‘his legs:An place any
keep him from:falling, TPhesa ety
were almost’as. gorgeously dressbl o
the crown:prince. ' They.wore hats anq
gowns and'bigboots and had great #old
oembroidered ‘squares on thelr’ clests
and backs.  The highest of them had
golden buttons behind thelr right ears
attached to their headgear, and  thoy
had long wings on each slieof “theip
caps, which stood out like ears, denot.
ing that thelr owners were always ]js.
tening for the commands of ‘the King.
'Thers was nothing of the kind in oy
Interview today, and 'the audience, al|
told, was not different from that of the
principal courts of Rurope, and  ‘ho
dress of the officials and of his muJe»:yﬂ

THE EMPEROR AND THE ATII-
LETES,

It ssems to me that the omperor i«
much brighter toduy,tlmn-whmr: 1 L:\Ii‘
him as crown prince. The Japaneso
officlals tell me he appears to ba wak-
ing up, and that he 'shows more and
more abllity from day to day. ‘he
Japanese are ruling the enmperor
through his cabinet, but there are many
papers he has to sign and some docy-
ments which require his official sanc.
tion. ' He has been taken out of the
palace and has visited one or two of tihe
nearby towns.© He does somo things
which show the existence of humor in
‘his make-up, and he Is anxious to know
swhat' {84 going on' in' the country, Thy
other ‘day, for instance, there' was an
exhibition of athletic spots here in Seoul
Anwhich ‘all the schoolboys took . part.
These were foot races and other con-
tests, with/appropriate prizes, and the
pecole in general’ ‘came  out ito sec,
About ten thougand were present. Tho
conteats created a great sensation ana
the emperor, Hearing of. them, ordered
the prize winners to he brought to the
palace to run before him. As they did
.80,~ he was delighted and laughed; ana
applauded. At the close of the races he
ordered his highest court officials {o
come out and run a race among them-
elves, - Many of .these men are old fel-
lows, accustomed to being held!up by
the armg, as ["have described. .

Some had never done a stroke of ‘vorlk
in ‘their’lives,” and. none hdd ‘ever run
before. 'They. tried to beg off. and one
or two'attempted;to hide. « They were
all dragged out, showever, and mado
to run, while his majesty uproariously
laughed. X

After leaving his majesty I met the
wvice 'minister of the household-depart-
ment, who has charge of ‘all the palaces

“of Seoul, and is practically the business

manager and advisor of the emperor.
We went together through the audience
hall which is now belng repaired, and
afterward visited the museum which
the Japanese have established in one of
the old palace buildings, -and the'zoo-
logical garden, where his majesty has a
tiger, a camel, and the beginning of a
collection of the Korean fauna., The au-
diencé hall is ‘several hundred “vears
old, = It is one of the finest buildings
of Korea, but it was golng .to ruin
when the Japanese took hold, "They
are now rebuilding It and #dding many
improvements. A !

Imagine a great temple with a doubie
roof of heavy tiles, rising more;than a
hundred feet above the ‘ground. Tt
it have a rvidge roof, curving after the
old style of Korean architecture, and
decorate its many rafters with carvings
painted blue and red. Let wide stone
steps, beautifully carved, lead up'to the
stone platform and on into a hall, and
you have the back of this structure.
At the front and on the sides are long
halls surrounding a:court which covers
perhaps a quarter of an acre. These
halls are belng reconstructed, and they,
are to be used for the imperial recep-
tiong ‘and dinners. The court 1s to
have a fine garden, in which fountains
will play. The interior of the audienco
hall, which has a tloor about one hun-
dred feet' square, .8 being’ laid with
mosaic flooring, It has a ceiling, won-
derfully carved," which rises -about 75
feet above the floor, being upheld by
many red pillars, each as big around as
o flour barrel, but in one log as cut
from the tree. Thea carvings and dec-
orations were made hy tho’ Koreans
of two hundred years ago, but the
floors are being put in by Japanese
carpenters. ‘When  completed this
structure will be one of the fine&t audi-
once hdlls of the world. .

FRANK G. CARPENTER.
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FAMOUS FIGHTING SCIENTIST
~ RETIRES' FROM' UNIVERSITY

(Continued from page seventeen.)

is eviden* in all his acts... Several
vears ago, when Haeckel had come to
Jerlin  to deliver some lectures, his
friend, Haro Magnussen, the scuiptor,
hinted that the occasion’ called for a
new suit of clothes, pa suggestion ‘o
which the astonished professor at first
offered a vigorous resistance, . His
friend, however, at length sucgceeded in
persuading him that the sacrifice was
due to Berlin and to his respect for sci-
ence. The professor, convinced against
his® will, yvielded the point and bought
a ready-made suit at a shop that sup-
plied the poorer clagses! When visiting

nis favorite aunt, Fraulein Bertha:
Sethe, a dignified old maiden lady, the
renowned savant contented himseir

with a bed 'in the poky little lumber
room to which servants were consigned
in Berlin up to the recent police regu-
lation providinggthat they should have
a certain hygienic minimum of cubic
space,
MARRIED TWICE,

His deep family affection was mani-
fested in his grief for the loss of his
first wife after eighteen months of hap-

Py marriage To escape from his
sense of loss he absorbed himself in
the terrifie t of writing his two vol-
ume work on “General Morphology,”

verhaps !\is greatest scientific achieve-
ment, within a single year, during
which time he allowed himself only
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three or four hours’ sleep a day. A
second marriage tollowed several years
later at the desire of Haeckel's moth-
er. This has given the professor a
peaceful home and three children with
the joy and consolation of family life,

Some recent rumors about the poor
state of Prof. Haeckel’s health—owing
to hig heart trouble—happily are ex-
aggerated,  He would have been ‘glad
to accept an’'invitation to the Cam-
bridge cetébration of the Darwin cen-
tenary—had hedreceived it. None came.
hiowever, although o large number of
such invitations have been sent to soi-
cntists who, to say the least, are no
more distinguighed than himself and to
hundreds of sclentific sociéties. . It is
strongly suspected that clérical preju-
dice has had a large share in this ex-
| traordinary omission. It is quite un-
{ iustifiable, for, whatever may be
| thought of Frof. Haeckel's philosophic
speculations, not even his enemies ven-

--ture to deny his great services. in the-}-.

uu\'y}nx)nlcxxt .of Darwinjsm. ... .
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is no other medicine like it.

Why Am I Better?
writes Mrs. F. G. Peterson, of Hershey, Neb:, “Because,” she con-~
tinues, “I took the Cardui Home Treatmenf. When I think of the

good that Cardui did to me, I feel surprised and wonder why others
Pl don’t take this great medicine instead of going to doctors. There

“When I began to take Cardui, I was indeed a very sick woman.

I was so weak and.poor and had such;awful pains all over that T

- could hardly ever do.any.work. I wafisonervous, had such awful
bad faint spells and could mot sleepzat night... After taking' 11

bottles of Cardui I am now well and strong, sleep well,.do all of |
rgn 3 g : 41 \ GASeAY § T, S RIS A 4 o 69

young or old.’

my housework and feel better than I have for years,”

You may be sure that Cardui will help you, as it helped Mrs.
Peterson. There is, as she says, no other medicine like it. It is
: ' harmless, containg no dangerous mineral in-
- gredients or anything that will harm either

Taken according %o directions, a spoonful
three times a day, Cardui acts as a gentle, regu- =
lating, strengthening tonic, of extraordinary [8
.value'to weak, sick, debilitated women. ‘
Try Cardui.. 8old everywh

ere.




